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Further details of the Prevention of Copyright Piracy Ordinance
could be viewed at the following website:

http://www.legislation.gov.hk/index.htm
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Prevention of Copyright Piracy Ordinance
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The contents of this pamphlet including the questions and answers are provided
for reference only and do not constitute legal advice. The Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region does not accept any liability for any
loss or damage caused to any person relying on any information or omission in

this pamphlet.
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© The Government of the Hong Kong Special Adminstrative Region 2016
Reproduction or distribution of this pamphlet is allowed provided that it is copied in its entirety
solely for non-commercial purposes.
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Filming and recording is prohibited in theatre houses,
offenders may be liable to a criminal prosecution and subject to a maximum
fine of HK$50,000 and 3 months’ imprisonment.
We advise audiences not to defy the law due to curiosity.
Upon discovery, theatre staff will notify the Hong Kong Customs immediately.
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The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Intellectual Property Department
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Under section 31C of the Prevention of Copyright Piracy
Ordinance (Cap. 544 of the Laws of Hong Kong, the
“Ordinance”), a person commits a criminal offence if he
or she, without lawful authority or reasonable excuse,
brings video recording equipment into a place of public

entertainment (such as a cinema, theatre or concert

hall). On first conviction, the person will be liable to a

maximum fine of $5,000. On a second or subsequent
conviction, the maximum penalty will be a fine of $50,000
and 3 months' imprisonment. Under section 31D, the

manager of these places may refuse entry of any person
who possesses such equipment.

The purpose of these provisions is to prevent bootlegging of copyright works in
places of public entertainment, such as films being shown in cinemas.

RELARETHRERES  UTHIE-LERRELEESR -
To facilitate your understanding of the Ordinance, we have set out below some
frequently asked questions and answers.
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Will a mobile phone be regarded as a "video recording equipment”? What
are some other common examples of “video recording equipment”?
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“Video recording equipment” is defined in the Ordinance. A good number
of mobile phones that are available in the market have video recording
features and may fall within the relevant definition. Meanwhile, other common
examples of “video recording equipment” include digital cameras which enable
the recording of moving images and portable video recorders.

Q
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Does the Ordinance prohibit the public from
bringing video recording equipment into
cinemas, theatres or concert halls under all
circumstances?
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No. The bringing of video recording equipment to
a place of public entertainment is not prohibited
if such act has been authorized by the manager
of the venue concerned. Furthermore, a person
who is in possession of video recording equipment
with reasonable excuse, such as bringing a mobile
phone with video recording features solely for
communication purpose, is not subject to the
relevant legal liabilities.

MBHGEE « BIEXREPOMER IS HIERFEERFEXS - BRINE
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Will the above provisions still apply to a school auditorium, or a venue in a
hotel or an exhibition centre which is hired for short-term use for a literary,
dramatic or musical performance?
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No. The provisions only apply to a place of public entertainment used primarily
as a cinema, theatre or concert hall. It does not apply to temporary venues or
venues that are used only occasionally for the above purposes.




